Neuromuscular ultrasound.
High-resolution ultrasound now is capable of imaging muscle and nerve in fine detail. It is sensitive in detecting chronic myopathies and neurogenic atrophy and may be able to detect subtle changes associated with acute denervation. It is particularly well suited to the study of fasciculations and kinesiology. Recent studies show that ultrasound also is capable of imaging most peripheral nerves,including small branches, and of sensitively measuring the swelling that follows chronic compression. This noninvasive technology holds considerable promise for providing anatomic information to complement other tests of nerve and muscle function.